HOSPITAL FESTIVALS AND MEETINGS.
THE SIR ANDREW CLARK MEMORIAL.
The meeting held in Princes' Hall on May 3rd, in connection with the proposed memorial to the late Sir Andrew Clark, will long live in the memories of those who were fortunate enough to be present at it. Hours before the time announced for its commencement, an orderly crowd covered the pavement, pressing so closely round the entrance-doors that the possessors of admission tickets had some difficulty in getting near enough to present them. The hall was soon filled in every part, for people without tickets were admitted until every seat, and almost every inch of standing room, was taken up. Patients, old and young, of the well-beloved physician thronged in, and past and present workers from the London Hospital, that great institution to which Sir Andrew always thought he owed so much of his success, and to which he gave in return hiskskill and his time with lavish generosity.
The accommodation for the reporters seemed great, but the attendance of '' the gentlemen of the Press " was extraordinarily large, and they could not all find seats.
The whole assemblage bore the aspect of "a special occasion,' and the eager interest of all present in Princes Hall rendered the gathering markedly different from many afternoon assemblies, for boredom was absent, and every one came because they 'liked and not because they thought they ought to be present.
A whisper went round that punctual to time Mrs. Gladstone had come in and taken her seat, and few could forget that she had discovered and appreciated the talent of " that great Andrew Clark," whom she found enthusiastically working amongst the sick poor of Whitechapel, for whom her sympathy was claimed. The applause which greeted the appearance of Mr. Gladstone on the platform a few minutes later was heart-stirring indeed, and yet withal it had pathos. It was so evident that a great effort had been made by him to bear a part in this gathering, yet it was doubtless an effort willingly made for a good cause, and one very dear to the heart of Mr. Gladstone's late friend and physician.
We publish Mr. Gladstone's speech in full elsewhere. figure. They had in the hospital 220 beds, of which on the average about 200 were continously occupied; the number of in-patients treated last year was 2,372, and the number of out-patients in round numbers 24,000. The expenses of the institution were rather more than ?19,000, and as to their income they had ?1,000 from securities, and a small sum arising from casual receipts ?nursing and so forth?but with these exceptions they were absolutely dependent upon the charity of the benevolent public. He thought he was right in sayiDg that, taking the subscriptions and other sources of income at their respective normal amounts, they had an income of about ?10,000 a-year. Consequently, in the past, they had been obliged to expend the sums received in the form of of legacies, but these they wished instead to turn into a permanent fund for the benefit of the hospital. The legacies amounted to something over ?6,000 a-year, and those interested in the hospital were endeavouring to raise ?50,000 to form a maintenance fund. The total amount promised was.
up to the present ?7,669, of which ?5,178 had been received, and by transferring ?3,700 to the current maintenance provision, the total income was thus raised last year to ?1 ,000.
But it was obvious that legacies were a precarious source of income, and the committee would be very glad to increase their permanent endowment by these contributions, rather than consume them in the year. He was very glad to say that, through the energy of his predecessor in the chair of that hospital, Mr. Charles Cheston?
(applause)?they had amassed, even in the present bad times, a fund of over ?3,000?not promised, but actually paid?with which they intended during the coming year to purchase the land for and build a convalescent home upon the East Coast?at Clacton-nn-Sea?which would enable them to send to the pure air, and keep there, far from their poor homes, until they really had become strong, children who came to their hospital, and who otherwise would leave it well, as far as medical science was concerned, but in a condition in which they could very easily relapse.. After referring to the fairly satisfactory nature of their finances, which was much helped by a legacy at the close of the year, the speaker said they had also had another satisfactory legacy, which had enabled them to invest some money with the object of providing for a rainy day, and of providing an income with which to meet their largely increasing work. (Cheers.) THE This effectually terminated the proceedings, but the supporters of the original resolutions displayed much dissatisfaction.
